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SUB J : US AND THE AUSTRALIAN ELECTIONS 
REF: CANBERRA 2435 

1. OPPOSITON IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN IS STRESSING THE 
NEED TO RESTORE A TRADITIONALLY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH US (REFTEL). ALP FEELS SOME SENSITIVITY ON THIS 
SCORE. (COMMENT: NOT SURPRISINGLY END COMMENT) GOA 

IS THEREFORE ENDEAVORING TO PROVE THAT US CONNECTION AND 
ALLIANCE HAVE NOT BEEN IMPAIRED DURING PAST SIXTEEN 
MONTHS OF LABOR GOVERNMENT. THUS, FONMIN WILLESEE'S 
ANXIETY ABOUT SENIOR AMERICAN VISITOR FOR CORAL SEA 
CEREMONIES. 

2. THREE RECENT INCIDENTS SHOW EXTENT TO WHICH GOVERNMENT 
(AND PRO-LABOR REPORTERS) UTILIZE AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO 
PUSH IMAGE OF WARM US/AUSTRALIAN RELATIONS. 

(A) ON APRIL 18 TWO PROMINENT ALP LEADERS (NATIONAL 
VICE PRESIDENT JACK EGERTON AND BRISBANE MAYOR CLEM JONES) 
WERE AT LUNCHEON IN BRISBANE ATTENDED BY AMBASSADOR. 
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PHOTOS OF THE THREE TOGETHER. OUR BRISBANE CONSUL 
WAS LATER TOLD THAT WHITLAM WAS "DELIGHTED" WITH 
PICTURES WHICH WOULD LOSE VOTES FOR OPPOSITION. 

(B) ABC TV NEWSCLIP OF ANZAC DAY CEREMONY APRIL 25 
NOTICEABLY EMPHASIZED PRESENCE OF AMERICAN AMBASSADOR. 

(C) "THIS DAY TONIGHT", EVENING NEWS PROGRAM APRIL 
24 FEATURED FOREIGN POLICY DEBATE BETWEEN FONMIN 
WILLESEE AND OPPOSITION SHADOW FONMIN ANDREW PEACOCK. 

WILLESEE NOTED THAT "MR. MARSHALL GREEN, THE MOST SENIOR 
PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMAT THAT AMERICA HAS EVER HAD IN 
AUSTRALIA" HAD BEEN APPOINTED TO A LABOR GOVERNMENT. 

WILLESEE THEN QUOTED AMBASSADOR AS FOLLOWS: "AUSTRALIA 
HAS AN INDEPENDENT STANCE IN WORLD AFFAIRS WHICH 
COMPORTS WITH AUSTRALIA'S DIGNITY AND IMPORTANCE - IT 
SERVES EVERYONE'S INTERESTS FOR AUSTRALIA TO EXERCISE 

A GREATER INFLUENCE ON THE WORLD SCENE. WE IN AMERICA 
HAVE NO QUARREL WITH THIS NATURAL PHNOMENON AND INDEED 
WE SEE IT AS POTENTIALLY STRENGTHENING OUR RELATIONS 
WITH AUSTRALIA." 

3. COMMENT: QUOTATION IS CHARACTERISTIC OF AMBASSADOR'S 

REMARKS DURING HIS EARLY MONTHS IN AUSTRALIA. FACT THAT 

WILLESEE IS WILLING TO CITE AMBASSADOR OUT OF CONTEXT IN 

SUPPORT OF LABOR POSITION SHOWS LENGTHS TO WHICH ALP WILL 

GO DURING REMAINING THREE WEEKS OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN TO 

PROVE ITS POINT. EMBASSY WILL EXERCISE GREAT CAUTION 

AND AVOID ANY COMMENT ON STATE OF AUSTRALIAN/AMERICAN 

RELATIONS EVEN IN CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH WOULD NORMALLY BE INNOCUOUS. 

CORAL SEA EVENTS WILL OF COURSE BE PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE 
AND WE CAN ASSUME GOA WILL ENDEAVOR TO EXPLOIT THE TRADI 
TIONAL AUSTRALIAN/AMERICAN COMRADESHIP THIS COMMORATION 
ENGENDERS. 

GREEN 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY LINE, FOREIGN RELATIONS, ELECTION CAMPAIGNS, NATIONAL ELECTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974CANBER02462 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740099-0245 
From: CANBERRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1974048/aaaaagzk.tel 

Line Count: 94 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: CANBERRA 2435 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 JUL 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <20 FEB 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US AND THE AUSTRALIAN ELECTIONS 
TAGS: PINT, AS, US, AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




